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Larger Than Life Celebrates Fifth Annual Gala to Help Children Wlth Cancer

By Dorit Carmel

Larger Than Life, a noaprofil organiza-
tion that helps Israeli children baitling
cancer, held its annial gala on Feb. 10 at
Woodbury Jewish center. The organiza-
tion, which assists children regardless of
faith, race, or gender, honored Shahin
Ehalili, president of Beth Hadassah Iran-
ian synagogue in Great Meck and a great
supporter of the organization.

Board Member Dr. Shulamit Katzman
explained that the vision for Larger Than
Life came aboul in pari after parents of
sick children and the doctors who ireated
them witnessed the hardship that familics
endured in dealing with the disease. She
pioneered and initiated the creation of
Larger than Life and brings to her job a
wealth of knowledge and experience. In
20000, the organization was founded to
create awareness and provide a significant
force that works and inspires others (o fo-
cus on a worthwhile goal. They sirive to
brighten the lives of the sick children and
their families, helping them o cope with
their fear and treatments, while socializing
s regular kids as much as possible,

The philosophy of the organization is,
“When you treat a disease, first treat the
mind.” Thiz is one of the first steps in
healing the children and their families. It
is done with a variety of entertainment
toods that include music during lunch, as
well as computer and activity rooms in the
hospitals. Annual fun-filled activities in-
clude dream trips to Dizneyworld, Purim
train, and summer camp. There are also
moms’ fun days and much more, as well
a5 help for parents trying to access the
best reatment for their child, taking care
i maintain each family's spirits through-
out the process.

Guests were greeted by waiters with
martiniz’ before beading to the smorgas-
bord hall, where they had a chance to see
old friends and meet new ones. There they
enjoyed wonderful food and were spoiled
by wailers passing with trays of delica-
cies. Impressive arrays of auction items
were displayed, including artwork, exclu-
sive jewelry pieces, and baskets full of
goodies. Later, guesis were escorted (o
their dinner tables in the exquisitely deco-
rated ballroom. The evening was mar-
veelously orchestrated and planned by ex-
ecutive director Netta Nathaniel.

Nearly 500 guests filled the Woodbury
hall, some dedicated supporters of Larger
than Life, and some good friends of hon-
oree. Khalili. Israeli Ambassador Meron
RBevven opened the evening with a power-
ful speech. He congratulated Khalili on
hiz achievemenis and generosity, spoke
highly of the goals of Larger than Life,
and thanked the attendecs for their dedica-
tion 1o the organization, expressing grati-
tode in the name of the Israeli nation for
embodying the spirit of the Israeli people.
He vsed commentary from the Obd Testa-

Pictured, From befl io right are Coral Veeder, Honoree Shahin Khalili
and singer Liel Kolet, Kolet invited Yeeder, a cancer survivor, up to
the microphone to sing a song that she had writben herseld,

Larger than Life GGala Honoree Shahin
Khalill and his wife accepied an award for
his achievements and for generously sup-
porting the Larger than Life organization.
Photos by Dorit Carmel

ment, noting that he “who saves one soul
15 a5 he saved a whaole nation™ and how
the quote reflects the work of this organi-
zation.

After a short live auction, several
friends and colleagues spoke about
Khalili, praising his good, loving heart
and always helping hands, as well as the
fact that ke iz a leader of the community, a
wonderful friend and great husband and
father. His son spoke of his role model: an
admirable, respectiul, inspiring father who
takes care of the family with love.

Ehalili was then invited to the stage to
accept an award for his achievements and
for gemerously supporting the Larger than
Life organization. He accepled the beauti-
ful plaque with gratitede (o his family and
friends for the support. He shared his wis-
dom, saying that God gave us our names
but it is up o us (o make that name a good
worthy one by helping, donating, and sup-
porting those in need. The geests stood
and applavded.

Az a special tribute, Liel Kolet, a musi-
cal mising siar from Isracl, came through
the audience singing Khalili's favorite
song, accompanied by her musicians and
the brilliant, successiul Israeli composer
Tomer Addadi, who recently composed
the music to the song Werds for the Euro-
vision 2011, for which he received the
Marcel Bezencon Award. They enter-
tained the guests with Israeli, Persian, and
Englizh songs.

KEolel, a 21-yvear-old singer, songwriter,
philanthropist, and peace activisi, began
her music carcer at the age of 12 and cap-
tivates audiences all around the world.
Coral Yeeder, a special guest and cancer

* SUFVINDE, Was invit-
cd to sing & song
that she had written
hersell and capti-
vated the audience
with her beautiful
voice. Kolet and
Veeder continued
with beautiful duets
and Israeli songs
for the cheenng au-
dience, It was a per-
formance to re-
member, and be-
came especially
emotional when 4-
year-old cancer pa-
tient Ester Luna
came on the stage
to dance; there was
nol & dry eyve,

Dhoril, courageous
mom o Ester Luna,

R T e

T PSR FEFEFES P

who had come to New York for treatment,
shared her story with the audience. Ester
Luna, a beautiful, full of life, happy girl
who had been in remission, 15 sick again,
slarting treatments, which take a wll on
her loving, desperale parents.

Amnother mother, Inbal, shared her touch-
ing story about how her teenage daughter
Eoni was too sick 1o attend tonight and
how the social isolstion ook & toll on her
spirii. Both mothers opened their hearis,
and through teass, explaimed bow children
diagnosed with cancer must prepare for
significant changes in their lives that sill
izst them emotionally, physically, and fi-
nancially. They struggle each and every
day to fight their illness and suffering, sup-
ported by the strength, courage and hope
that 1% buill through the effors of Larger
than Life. They were so grateful for the
evening and all that the hard-working wol-
unicers give on a daily basis,

“Those heartbreaking stories happen
every day,” stated Avi Cohen, chairman
of Larger than Life, as he came o the
siage. He challenged the guests o open
their hearts and act generously with their
checkbooks to raise money for the or-
ganization. Cohen enlightensd the guests
as [0 opporiunities that open up for the
kids and families with the organization's
help: how their donations will provide
familics with support for cosis associat-
ed with hospital, hospice, and medical
facility care; help the organization reach
ot 1o kids with cancer; and provide pro-
grams that help parenis 1o access the
best treatment for their children. It's no
secrel that cancer drugs can be expen-
sive, and dealing with different doctors
and hospitals at various stages of reat-
ment can be confusing, The families
need help and care, stated Cohen, and
now we are here (o help them in any way
we can, hi said. The guests felt the obli-
gation 1o make a difference and demon-
sirated their support for the cause by do-
nating generously.

Larger than Life is motivated by the
courage of the children and their families.
The organization Urges evVeryone I never
underestimale the power of your gesiure
and the effect that your giving has on not
only the families and children whom you
help, but also on how it is perceived and the
impact it has on the lives of other individu-
als. For more information or (o make a do-
nation to Larger than Life, please visit the
wehsite at www. LargerThanLifeUSA org
and contrbule.

Pictared, from left io right: Dorit and her
daughier Ester Luna were honored guesis
ot the Larger than Life (Gala.

Tomer Addadi and Liel Koletl entertained
the audience and kept the guests on their
feet.

Honoree Shahin Khalili and his wife grested Albert Nassim, Larger Than Life Advisory
de mm:rmd his wilfe.



